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“That womankind had but one rosy mouth,
To kiss them all at once from north to south. ”
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p-52; How human is  Byron’s wish that all women had but one mouth so that he might kiss them

all at the same time:

That womankind had but one rosy mouth,

To kiss them all at once from north to south.

p-96; Even Montaigne expresses his disapproval of such a state of things. "It is," says he, "a highly
reprehensible custom that ladies should be obliged to offer their lips to every one who has a couple
of lackeys at his heels, however undesirable he may be, and we men are no gainers thereby, for we

have to kiss fifty ugly women to three pretty ones."

p-92; "Rome," says Martial, "gives, on one's return after fifteen years' absence, such a number of
kisses as exceeds those given by Lesbia to Catullus. Every neighbour, every hairy-faced farmer,
presses on you with a strongly-scented kiss. Here the weaver assails you, there the fuller and
cobbler, who has just been kissing leather; here the owner of a filthy beard, and a one-eyed
gentleman; there one with bleared eyes, and fellows whose mouths are defiled with all manner of
abominations. It was hardly worth while to return."

p-91; Why on my chin a plaster clapped;

Besalved my lips, that are not chapped;

Phileenis, why? The cause is this:

Philenis, thee [ will not kiss.

55/57



